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Bryston BDA-3 im-
pressed JVH as a 2016
state-of-the-art digital
converter that stood
the test of time and
still holds its ground at
the top in 2022.

A DAC is the most ob-
solescence prone
component of your
system. Not so with
amplifiers, or tubes
would never have
stood the test of time.
Even the latest talk of
the town DAC will be
old news in a year or
so.

Only the fittest sur-
vive, according to
Darwin.

This is the case of the
Bryston BDA-3, a D/A
processor that goes
back to 2016. By the
laws of nature, it
should be dead al-
ready. And yet, it is
still striving because it
was born with perfect
genes.

This is as good as a
DAC can be

Looking at the meas-
urements by my col-
league JA for distor-
tion, resolution and
jitter, | don't' remem-
ber seeing anything
better than this in the
last five years. There
isnt even a hint of
mains induced noise.
These are textbook
measurements  with
very low noise and
harmonic distortion,
superb resolution, no
jitter, a flat audio band
response, and a gentle
roll-off up to 100kHz
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bit Perfect Converler And Up-Sampler

-

with high-resolution sig-
nals via USB. It's as
good as a DAC can be.

The BDA-3 was state-of-
the-art in 2016, and it
still is. For a digital com-
ponent, this is nothing
short of a miracle.

Plus, the BDA-3 offers
PCM 32/384 and DSD
256 with USB, and that's
as high as DXD or native
DSD go respectively to-
day, with DSD 512 and
1024 being no more
than digital upsampling
fireworks.

Bit perfect converter
and up-sampler

The BDA-3 also works
as an upsampler. The
internal sample rate
converter  upsamples
incoming 44.1kHz and
88.2kHz digital audio to
176.4kHz. In this mode,
the LED lights amber.
All 48kHz and 96kHz
digital audio upsamples
to 192kHz and green
LED lights. When disen-
gaged, the LED is not lit.
The upsample feature
does not affect HDMI or
USB, only SPDIF.

Listen (rip) to SACD
with HDMI

Plus, the BDA-3 has a
unique feature: it can

receive both PCM up to
24/192 and DSD 64 two-
channel audio over the
HDMI input. Meaning
that if you own an Oppo
BDP Player 93/103, you
can also convert (and
rip) SACD digital con-
tent directly. Something
Sony tried hard to pre-
vent, albeit it was also
possible for a while with
early PS3s until Sony
found out it had shot its

Sample Rate

44K1 48K0

88K2 96K0

176K4 » 192KO @ DSD 4X

352K8 384K0 @ LOCK

own foot and disabled it.

When the incoming for-
mat is native DSD, the
LED lights amber.
Native DSD

The BDA-3 processes
both native DSD and
DOP with 32-bit AKM
DACs (independent cir-
cuit paths for each)
while the digital data
stream clock signal is
reclocked with its inter-
nal master clock. When
the incoming format is
native DSD, the LED
lights amber. When the
incoming format is DSD
over PCM, the LED
lights green.

The highest resolution is
only available via asyn-
chronous USB 2.0 Type
B connection input; all
the others (RCA coaxial,
BNC, AES-EBU XLR and
HDMI are limited to
24/192 and Optical
SPDIF to 24/96).

JRiver / Foobar 2000,
your pick

For USB operation, you
need to install an Asio
driver (only if you use a
PC), and you also need
a Media Player like JRiv-
er or Foobar 2000
(free).

The BDA-3 sounds
transparent, dynamic,
detailed, neutral and
true to the source...

When using JRiver, al-
ways choose Asio from
the drop-down menu.
The WASAPI driver will
not pass native DSD,
only DSD over PCM
(DoP), whilst Direct
Sound engages the sys-
tem audio mixer, defeat-
ing the bit-perfect play-
back.

The BDA-3 DAC sounds
transparent, dynamic,
detailed, and neutral to
the source - it neither
adds nor omits any-
thing.
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Your power
amp's output
impedance
should be practi-
cally zero ohms
throughout the

audio spectrum.
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Straight to the Head

| hooked it up to my usual sys-
tem comprising Naim amplifi-
cation and Sonus faber loud-
speakers. Still, | gave it a run
with a 'magnifying lens' sys-
tem consisting of a Ferrum
Oor/Hypsos driving a pair of
Hifiman HE1000 with Trans-
parent Audio balanced con-
nections throughout. The de-
tail is of such high order that |
could seel/hear forever into
the mix with a clear record-

ing.

It 'sounded’ like the image of
an Oled Tv with pitch-black
silence, smooth gradation of
saturated colours and fine de-
tail without the edging. The
Oppo BDP Player was con-
nected with Siltech SPDIF co-
axial cable and HDMI. For the
laptop (Asio driver installed), |
used USB to play high-
resolution files via JRiver 28
up to PCM 384 and DSD 256
plus streaming from Tidal/
Roon. It plays MQA files only
as renderer: up to 96kHz.

The BDA-3 offers PCM 32/384
and DSD 256 with USB

Upsample further cleans up
the sound

With coaxial (only), | also
found that Upsample further
cleans up the sound deliver-
ing better detail and an even
tighter bass but still is no
match to native high resolu-
tion.

The BDA-3 has 10 digital in-
puts: 4 x HDMI, 2 x USB, 1 x
AES-EBU, 1 x  optical

(Toslink), 1 x RCA (SPDIF co-
axial) , 1 x BNC. RCA and XLR
(balanced) outputs plus 1 x
HDMI output.

Three little words:
Dominique Fils-Aimé

If you want to know what the
BDA-3 is capable of, in terms
of detail and microdynamics,
involvement and sensuality,
listen to Dominique Fils-
Aimé's album 'Three Little
Words'.

Enjoy the naturalness of
Dominique's voice, whisper-
ing in your ear, wrapped in a
chorus of female singers of
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I could give you
dozens of exam-
ples of tracks that
| listened to in

awe.
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incredible purity, which sound

like butterflies fluttering
around your head. These are
all representations of herself,
as | later found out.

She sometimes sings almost a
capella with a minimum of in-
strumental accompaniment
and ethereal percussion,
handclaps and murmurs, ex-
ploring voice(her voice) as in-
struments — the vibration of
the colours of life as she de-
fines them.

| could give you dozens of ex-
amples of tracks that | listened
to in awe. But, please, rush to
listen to 'Three Little Words' in
a system like the one | suggest
here, and you'll feel like a bet-
ter person later. The album
ends with a cover: Ben King's
'Stand By Me'. Voice, piano
and bass. With the BDA-3,
Dominique was standing by
me. It's been a long time since
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| have heard an album from
beginning to end and back.

It's a happy coincidence that
they both, Bryston and
Dominique, come from Cana-
da. 'Oh, Canada, | could drink
a case of you, darling' Joni
Mitchell

Exaudio also distributes in
Portugal both the Bricasti
M3 and the Bryston BDA-3.
Hificlube.net granted the M3
the ‘DAC 2021 Award'.

It is remarkable that anoth-
er six-year model - the
Bryston BDA-3 - is how on
my shortlist for the 'DAC
2022 Award'.

It seems perfection is the
best antidote to obsoles-
cence.

José Victor Henriques
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